
APPENDIX 1

WHAT ARE THE CRITERIA FOR A SITE BECOMING A WORLD HERITAGE SITE?

The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention state that “a 
site which is nominated for inclusion in the World Heritage List will be considered to be of 
outstanding universal value for the purpose of the Convention when the Committee finds it meets 
one or more of the criteria”

Criteria for the inclusion of cultural properties in the World Heritage List:

(i) represent a masterpiece of human creative genius; or

(ii) exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of time or within a cultural area of 
the world, on developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or 
landscape design; or

(iii) bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilisation which is 
living or which has disappeared; or

(iv) be an outstanding example of a type of building or architectural or technological ensemble or 
landscape which illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human history; or

(v) be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement or land-use which is representative 
of a culture (or cultures), especially when it has become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible 
change; or

(vi) be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, 
with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance (the Committee considers that 
this criterion should justify inclusion in the List only in exceptional circumstances and in 
conjunction with other criteria cultural or natural);

in addition they need to:

(b)(i) meet the test of authenticity in design, material, workmanship or setting and in the case of 
cultural landscapes their distinctive character and components
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(ii) have adequate legal and /or contractual and/or traditional protection and management 
mechanisms to ensure the conservation of the nominated cultural properties or cultural 
landscapes. The existence of protective legislation at the national, provincial or municipal level 
and/or a well-established contractual or traditional protection as well as of adequate 
management and/or planning control mechanisms is therefore essential and, as is clearly 
indicated in the following.


